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Is not this a beautiful intimation of immortality,
simple and perfectly natural; and if you look back
to the steps which led to it, suggested by the ordinary
events of everyday life, interpreted by the unassisted
wisdom of the human heart ?

Here is the great lesson which the Veda teaches us!
All our thoughts, even the apparently most abstract,
have their natural beginnings in what passes daily
before our senses. Nihil in fide nisi quod ante fuerit
in sensu. Man may for a time be unheedful of these
voices of nature; but they come again and again, day
after day, night after night, till at last they are
heeded. And if once heeded, those voices disclose
their purport more and more clearly, and what seemed
at first a mere sunrise, becomes in the end a visible
revelation of the infinite, while the setting of the sun
is transfigured into the first vision of immortality.

Other religious ideas in the Veda.

Let us examine one more of those ideas which to us
seem too abstract and too artificial to be ascribed to a
very early stratum of human thought, but which, if
we may judge from the Veda, had risen in the human
heart at the very first burst of its intellectual spring-
tide. I do not mean to make the Veda more primitive
than it is. I know full well the interminable vista of
its antecedents. There is ring within ring in the old
tree, till we can count no longer, and are lost in
amazement at the long, slow growth of human thought.
But by the side of much that sounds recent, there is
much that sounds ancient and primitive. And here
we ought, I think, to learn a lesson from archaeology 3